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As the rain fell, people 
continued to bustle in and 
out of the Appomattox Vin-
tage and Artisans Market 
and Nina Bell’s Cottage on 
Saturday, Oct. 10.

The market and Nina 
Bell’s joined forces to orga-
nize and advertise the Shop 
the Block event in hopes 
of bringing more business 
to the downtown area of 
Appomattox. It was also 
the opening weekend of 
the nine-week Appomattox 
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The Appomattox Volunteer Fire 
Department (AVFD) held a barbecue 
fundraiser on Sunday, Oct. 11, bring-
ing in $911 in BBQ sales and $401 in 
donations.

Originally the fundraiser was set to 
take place as a cruise-in from 2 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. at the Triangle Plaza. Due to 
rain, the cruise-in event was canceled. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �W�K�H�� �À�U�H�� �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �S�X�W�� �W�R-

gether a last-minute drive-thru system 
�D�W���W�K�H���À�U�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�·�V���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V��

After all, the BBQ was already 
prepped to go, so they hoped to sell. 
They had even cooked up a larger 
�T�X�D�Q�W�L�I�\�� �W�K�D�Q�� �X�V�X�D�O�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �%�%�4��
fundraiser.

Fire Chief Jonathan Garrett said 
they sold out in about 45 minutes. 
Garrett said that some of the depart-
ment members who had bought BBQ 
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Thursday in Appomattox 
County Circuit Court, 29-year-
old DeQuincy Darrell Kelso was 
sentenced to serve nine years for 
his role in a Dec. 15, 2019, armed 
robbery that took place at the 
Dogwood Apartments in Appo-
mattox.

According to evidence sum-
marized in court, Kelso and a co-
defendant entered an apartment 
with guns, stole two PlayStation 

4’s and broke a television. Seven 
people allegedly were held at gun-
point and ordered to get down on 
�W�K�H���Á�R�R�U����

During the incident, a juvenile 
was assaulted by Kelso with a 
handgun and sustained a lacera-
tion above his left eye. 

An Appomattox County Sher-
�L�I�I�·�V�� �2�I�À�F�H�� �G�H�S�X�W�\�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �D��
bullet hole in a closet door. In 
the closet, bullet holes also were 
found in a black hat, camo jacket 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���Á�R�R�U�����7�K�H���J�X�Q���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\��
went off as Kelso struck the ju-

venile, but it is unclear if the shot 
was accidental or not.

According to a police report, 
Kelso and the co-defendant en-
tered the apartment twice. The 
�À�U�V�W�� �W�L�P�H���� �W�K�H�� �3�O�D�\�6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
stolen and the television was bro-
ken. After leaving and returning, 
the pair forced their way into the 
apartment and committed assault 
�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���Á�H�H�L�Q�J��
the scene. 

The suspects were soon appre-
hended in a vehicle that matched 
the description given to the dep-

uty. During the search of the ve-
hicle, a handgun was discovered 
that, upon a check of the serial 
number, turned out to be stolen 
from North Carolina, the police 
statement said.

Kelso pleaded guilty to 10 
charges, three of which drew ac-
tive incarceration. Possession of a 
�À�U�H�D�U�P���E�\���D���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W���I�H�O�R�Q���F�D�U�U�L�H�V���D��
minimum mandatory sentence of 
�À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����8�V�H���R�I���D���À�U�H�D�U�P���L�Q���W�K�H��
commission of a felony carries a 
minimum mandatory sentence of 
three years. A third charge, unlaw-

ful wounding, 
resulted in one 
additional year. 

Aside from 
the three felo-
nies, which se-
cured sentence 
time, the four 
other felony 
charges includ-
ed armed rob-
bery, shooting 
in an occupied building, robbery 
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The Town of Pamplin 
City is hosting a Trunk or 
Treat event Saturday, Oct. 
31, for kids 12 and under at 
the Pamplin Depot’s parking 
lot. The event will run from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. (or earlier if 
they run out of candy).

Trick or treaters are invit-
ed to come all dressed up in 
constumes.

“This is something we 
put together hoping to give 
kids a little something to 
look forward to,” said Vicky 
Dean at Tuesday’s council 
meeting.

She expressed that much 

has been taken away from 
kids in 2020 and said both 
parents and kids alike are 
going stir-crazy with being 
cooped up this year. 

“There are a lot of kids 
right now that are going 
through anxiety and who are 
on medication because of 
this stuff,” said Dean, want-
ing to give kids something 
positive amid the turmoil of 
2020.

Dean said the Trunk or 
Treat event will come with 
safety measures such as so-
cial distancing.

Several community enti-
ties have already committed 
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The COVID-19 pan-
demic has had widespread 
effects on schools across 
�W�K�H���F�R�X�Q���W�U�\�����7�K�H���8���6�����I�H�G-
eral government has been 
providing relief through 
the CARES Act, which 
provides “economic assis-
tance for American work-
ers and families, small 
businesses, and preserves 
jobs for American indus-

�W�U�L�H�V�µ���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���8���6����
Department of the Trea-
sury website.

Part of that assistance 
goes through state capitols 
— in Virginia, that means 
Richmond — and allocated 
to public schools according 
to their needs based on the 
Title I federal Elementary 
Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA). 

“Basically, it’s based on 

ACPS requests 
CARES funds 
for counseling

See ACPS, Page  8

Man sentenced to 9 years 
for robbery, gun charges

See ROBBERY, Page  8

See PAMPLIN, Page  7Nina Bell’s, vintage market 
join forces for busy event

�)�L�U�H�À�J�K�W�H�U�V���V�H�O�O���R�X�W��
of BBQ in fundraiser

See SHOP, Page  7

Pamplin to 
host trunk 
or treat

Kelso

Rain doesn’t stop Shop the Block

Michelle Payne/Times Virginian
�e Appomattox Vintage and Artisans Market is decked out in fall colors Saturday for the Shop the Block event.

Michelle Payne/Times Virginian
�e rain didn’t stop folks from getting out to shop Saturday at Nina Bell’s Cottage 
for the Shop the Block event.
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Fire�ghters 
serve up bar-
becue Sunday 
at a drive-thru 
fundraiser at 
Appomattox 
Volunteer Fire 
Department.

See BBQ, Page  7


